
Olver Announces $350,000 for Franklin County Bus Service

  

WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that $350,000 for the Franklin Regional Transit Authority                (FRTA) was included in the final version of the FY ?01 Transportation                Appropriations bill. The funding will allow FRTA to implement an                expansion of their public fixed route bus services in the Franklin                County area with enhanced linkage to the Pioneer Valley Transit                Authority (PVTA) system to the south and to the Montachusett Regional                Transit Authority (MART) to the east.

               "Public transportation is especially crucial in rural areas                because it links residents to education centers, health services,                and, perhaps most importantly, jobs," Olver said

               Rep. Olver is a member of the Appropriations subcommittee on Transportation                and worked to include the funding in the House-Senate reconciled                version of the Transportation Appropriation bill. Through his position                on the Appropriations Committee, Olver was able to secure close                to $8 million in Transportation earmarks for the 1st Congressional                District. The bill is expected to pass the House and the Senate                this week.

               "This expansion is a step toward comprehensive public transportation                in Franklin County," Olver added.

               Before implementation of the expansion, FRTA will interview area                employers to determine shift times and needs for evening and weekend                bus services and to hear recommendations for service expansion.                From this survey, the FRTA will coordinate and share operation funding                with the PVTA and with MART for full operation of an integration                transportation system with linkages to facilitate long-range employment-related                travel in the areas.

               Currently the "Valley Route," which began on April 3,                2000 and runs from Greenfield to Northampton, has only four buses                a day and does not adequately address the need of expanding businesses                and industries along the route, particularly in the Hatfield and                Deerfield area.

               Also included in the FY '01 Transportation appropriations bill is                language that requires Mass Highway to begin construction on transportation                projects around the state. The legislation requires the state to                spend at least $400 million in construction on projects outside                of the Central Artery/Third Harbor Tunnel Project. If the state                doesn't spend $400 million on such other projects, federal funds                for the Big Dig can be cut off.

               "If this language has its desired effect, transportation projects                in Central and Western Massachusetts will finally start to move,"                Olver said.
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